: And their Pretence {6 Wo 4 
ture, Reaſon & Experience, 


Wen 
Briefly, yet Clearly and Full 
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Courteous Reader, 


PR WIr-onQ Have once more ( by the Providence 
; 4 NS of God ) pnbliſhed ; [econd Impreſſion 
ie | ya of the little Treatiſe, againfs 7 udi= 
1 AS cial Aſtology, a oratif if eriouſly 
«®. confidered, doth not only mndermine 
ReProvidence of God, (that wotks all things Accord- 
"me to the corinſel of hrs bleſſed ill ) bit alſo cut in 
"nter theSintws of cormmun pradence,c laits 4 man 
en to the praftiſe of the vileſt & wickedeſt aftions. 
The Book, is dioided into 1m3 Parts. The firſt 
A3 conſiſting 


conſiſting of ſeveral Caſes of Conſcience concerninl 
?adicial Aftrolog y, anſwered from the Word of Gut. 
and from the experience of eminent Divines , wh 
in their generations were bright and ſhining Lights 
And how much the godlieſt Divines of our Natia, 
( of different judgments ) have ſprken and writtn 
againſt the pratlice of it,” of late daies, is very ape 
rent. Wa 

T he Second Part of this Bock conſiſts of ſeveral 
grounds and reaſons by them alledged,w*Þ are cledrl 
an/wered ; and their pretence to reaſon and experi 
ence of no vatue.” To which is 'added ſome rare ex- 
amples of the fruſtration of the Tokens of theſe Li ! 
ars; Whereby their pretended Art to all Generat- lj, 
ons has been rendred odions. 

The former Parr of this Buck finding 4 gentrdl | 
acceptation with the f adiciors,( ana Gods wonderful } 
deliverance of me from ſo great a ſnare , when| 
was for many years 4 Student in this abominablt 
prattice of Fudicial eAſtrology ) Theſe conſiders 
tions with many others, as ſo many Alarm's to awe 
ken me to my duty, Viz. to manifeft. and declare ti 
ethers the ediouſnefſe of this prattiſe, ſo much aiſ- 
plealing to Goa, and 4 trouble to the Conſciences 0 
thoſe that have the power of Godlineſſe, deſirini 
70 wait upon God in all thoſe waies that are pleaſing 
21110 him, and leave the ſucceſſe of all diſpen{arions 
29 ©; aſe P df oviaryc £ 41 have with relation to the 

| tt DO premiſes, 


"8 yemi[er, publiſhed F ſecond Impreſſion, With addi 
n ions ; to the end, that the reading over of this ſmall 
1 Tralt, may be inſtrumental ro recover ſuch from 
wd 7 praftiſe of it that are Students in it, and to 
" per wade others whoſe minds are too inclineable to the 
"1 We uy of it ; my humble requeſt ro them both"1s; that 
Whey wonld flee from the prattiſe of it, and ſhun all 
the occaſions leading unto it, knoWing the Waies of 
it lead to the (hambers of death: 
"1 That this little Book,may ( through the Bleſſing 
of God ) attain theſe enas' and purpoſes intended, 
* Bard that God is all things may be glorified through 
"Wiſs: Chriſt, ſhall through his Gracious Aſſiftance 
be the deſires , prayers and tnideavonrs of him who 1s 
F willing to acknowledge himſelf nnmworthy of the 
ft of Gods Aercies, yet is willing to ſubſcribe 
himſelf, 


Thy cordial friend to bis power, 


l ORob.1g, John Allen! 
I059. 


An adyertiſement to the Reader, 


There is lately publiſhed. a Book wortly 
of thy peraſal, called the. Yavity of Fudidd 
Aſtrology,- by that Learned Schollar an 
Mathematician,, Petrws. Gaſſendus, Matt 
matical Profeſſor to-the King of France. 


(1). 
noon 20;22enes | 


Dueſtions , and Caſes of Conſcience about 
Aftrology, and Seekers to Aſtrology. 


$4 H O are Aſtrologers ? | 
' Anſw. Such as gaze on the Heavens, 


ED ucl, 
( 


to read the fares and fortunes ( asthey 
term them ) of men and States, perſons 
d people in them, and to forerel from thence whar 
ood or evil ſhall befall them ; ſuch were of old held in 
ph eſteem with the Babylontans , Dan.1.20, & 3.3. & 
7. &5.7,11,15, Alſo with other Nations, Dan+2,10. 
nd with the ungodly Jews, Iſa, 47.13, 14, 15. with 
hom they did conſult about their weighty affairs, be- 
ale they took upon them to foretel things to come, 
They are called Star-gaxers, and. monethly Prognoſtica- 4 
ws, lla,47.13, They are joyned with Magicians, Sor- 
rs, Caldeans , Dan. 2. 2,10. Soothſayers. Dan.4-7, 
/e men, Dan 5.1 $. 
Queſt, How may it be proved that this kind of Diviaation” 
S unlawful ? | 
anſw. Firſt, That which the Word of God condemns 
a'grand offence, is not to be praiſed, countenanced 
r tolerated : Bur d:yining by the Stars is condemned by . 
20ds -Werd : as Deur; x8, 10,11. There ſha#f not be 
ſwuxd amongſt you any one that uſfeth Divination, or an Ob- 
"ver of tines, or an Enchanter, or a With, 0r a Charmer, 
A4 of 


, " a "IF" Fe 
ad” : ws % A = = a 2 WS 2 +at = - T7> 4 "2" ” 
ESL / - \ =. -»x. ">, 34 þ- 3 TS - ; " I | 
22 > pg wo SN 0k SA F . I ; "IR 
WB FR. - $2 4.8.44 - o& EN 2 q WW _ * ai - y <bg 
, *” *: , © S.* Io A d bs . y , " ad. _P | ns 
q S s / Bots > <> 3 CL "4 . 3 Gs. 4 ' N " of" - 4 as 
op Foe. a9”. | JN 
# 3 « <4 , E S w 4. 4 , : - - #7 - 
2 0- py y * — "= , FY - 2 4 - & 
43D $4. og » A c 
a$-* i rn” tf 1% 4 | 
5 > > * "= : "7 Ty _ : 
- -” " o of 
pn L x 1 © Sy 4% 
wy - - 5 # 7 a 
: _— ds. X 
» 


- © or 4 Conſulter with familiar ſpirits, of a Wizard, Or ae 
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cromancer : for- all that do theſe things are an abominaty 
tothe Lord, And the looking afrer them is exprelledy 
going. a whoring «fier them, Lev.20,6, So lſa.2,6, Tay 
haſt forfakea thy people the houſe of Facob, becauſe they a 
repleniſhcd fromthe Exſt, and are Sootbſayers like the Pi 
liſtines. And Ia.q7.13,14. Thou art wearitd in thy wit 
ſels:Ir>now the Afﬀtro/ogers, the Star-gaxe's, the month 
ly Prognoſticators ſtand up, and ſave thee from thi 
thizgs that ſhall come upon thee : Behold, they ſhallbe 
fubble, the fire ſha!l burn thium, God forbids his people 
to learn theſe Arts, Jer.10.2, Thus ſaith the Lord, lean 
not the w.y of the Heathen, ard be not dilmiyecd at then, 
They ate called Liars, \ifa.44.25, That fruſtratcth the tt 
ks of the Lyars, and maketh the Diviners mad. Such art 
re: koned up with other Diabolical Arrs, as being of the 
lame kind, Dan.y 2, & As 19 18, 19, 20. Mn 
wich uſed curious Arts (ich asthisis) brought hen 
books, and- burned thum bc1ore all men, and connted tht 
price of them, and found it fifty thouſand picces of ſilver, &, 
and this isaſcribed tothe power of the Golp?1, v.20. 
Secondly, Thar Art whereby men atlume ro theme! 
ſclves what is peculiar unto God, mult nceds be finful, 
neithzr to be praftiſed, countenanced , nor tolerated * 
Pur this is done byluch as rake upon them to divine of © 
vents to perions & Nations by the Scars; therefore, ec. Ih 
AM 4qor 1x clear trom 11.41.24, Shew wings to come hit 
efior, that Re may nn0w that Je are goas? where we lee 
that knowing, and declaring things to come, is as peculi 

ar 2 prerozative of God as ro know mens hearts. 
Thirdly.Thar wh'ch withdraws the heart from God tht 
Father, snd Chriſt the Son, from conſidering the works 
o the one, ani heeding the words of the other, is anc 
vilnor to be pratt'ſcd, countenanced, or tolerated : Bt 
Aſtrologica) prediQions draw from God and Chr'f., y_ 
Git 
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fore.e4-c, The Major js evident: Not to conſfiderGegs works, 
is a finful omiſſion condemned, I/a.5.12. and the Ape- 
ftle is as ſevere againſt every one that withdraws from 
Chrilt, c0!,2.8,18,19, Now thar theſe Propnoſticarors 
withdraw mens minds from Chriſt, may be gathered from 
that oppoſition thar is pur berween them by Moſty, Dent. 
18,10,to 16. where they muſt not hearken ro Sorcerers, 
that they may hearken co Chriſt :; and whilſt men aſcribe 
ſucceſles good or bad to the Stars, they withdraw their 
mindcs from bcholding God in his works. : 
Four thly, That which is falſe,deluſive,& uncertain,is not 
ro be praiſed, countenanced, or tolerated : bur ſuch is 
forecelling things by the Stars ; therefore, e+c. Thar they 
are falſe,is clear, 1ſ4.44.15, That fruſtrateth the rokens ' 
the Lyars, and makes the Diviners mad, If they ſpeak 
true ar any time, it's more by hap than skill, For though 
Eclipſes ot the Sun, and Moon, ard ConjunEion of other 
Plancrs may be certainly foreknown ; yet there is no ſuch 
certainty of the effe&ts, thar we may divine thereby, for 
they are bur general, partis), and remote cauſes of Ex 
vents in States, and affairs of men : and there is no cet= 
tain connex'on berween Cauſes general, partial, and rex 
more, and their Effe&s. Beſides, thoſe EffeRs which de- 
pend on other Cauſes, upon which the Heavens have'et 
ther none, or no dire POWEr, Cannot be certainly knowny 
by the Poſitions of the Heavens : bur ſo it is with humane 
aftairs : therefore the affairs of men depend principally 
on Gods Providence, and under him, on the wills and 
minds of men. That Gods Providence ordereth things 
concerning Men and States, is proyed, Eph. 1.11. He WOk- 
eib all thizgs' after the counſel of his awn will; and that 
not alwaies according to the ordinary diſpoſition ot ſecond 
Cauſes; but wrning and over-ruling things in a fecreg 
Way, beyond the intentions of men, and rhe ordinary 


vertue of ſecond Cauſes : fo we ſee in Rehoboars folly, 
2 CÞron, 
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2 Chron.10.15. Amaxiah's frowardneſie, 2 Chron. 2 5,10, 
Hence Eccleſ.g.11. The race is not 10 the, ſwift, &c. and 
Pſal.7 5.4. &c, Promotion cometh neuther from the Eaſt, &c, 
But God is Fudge, be pulls down one and ſets up another, 
Again, .the Stars have no power over mens ſouls and 
minds; The Heatben could ſay, Sapiens dominabiiur 
Aitiis; A wiſe.man will rule over the Stars, At the moſt, | 
that, which- they have, is bur by way of inclination ; 
which grace, education, civil wildom, and many other 
things may overſway, Bulides, the affairs of men and 
Nations are. proſpered , and blafted , nor according to 
the uſe of natural means, bur according to their cariiage 
towards God, as they are fintul or obedient, penitent or 
impenirent ;, and men 4& in theſe moral pertormances, 
as they are.afliſtcd, or deſerted by (God , for which lee, 
Iſa.6.9, &c. Exrh.36, 25,26,33,34. 

_ Qbjca. But though they be not certain Cauſes, may they 
x0t be certain Sizns of things to come ? 

Anſw. No : for if they be ſigns fore-ſhewing events, 
they muſteither be ſo by nature, as ſmoak is a ſign of fire, 
or by inſticurion , as an lvy-buſh is a fign of Wine to be 
ſold z bur they are ſo in neither of thele ſenſes : there- 
fore they cannot be natural figns, becauſe rhere is no na- 
tural connexion between the ConſicHations , and humane 
Zvents : and whereas it's ſaid, Gen.1.14. Let thews be f0t 
ſgns, and for ſeaſons; for dais, and for Jears : the mean* 
ing. is, they are ſigns for. the things whichthey caulc, as 
the ſcaſons of the year which they do both make and ſig- 
nike + or if they ſhould be granted in general to be ſigns, 
yercould we not certainly prognoſticate any thing by 
them, except we had particular Comments on them.to de- 
Clare what they fignifie, cither by divine reyclation, Or 
by ſolid experience ? bur no ſuch Comment is to be had, 
and theretore we haye no certain fore-knowledge by 
them, Divine revclation is nor pretendedto, and a cer- 


ral 
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[5] 
rain experience we have nor 2 for experience arifeth from 
often obſerving the ſame thing, as a Phyſician knows'by 
experience that Kubarb purges Choler, becauſe he hath 
often tried it; and ever finds it ſo : bur we can haven® 
ſuch experience of the effe& of the Scars : '1. Becauſe the 
Heavens do ſcarce ever return to the ſame Poſition :- for 
though ſome great Conjun&ions be the ſame, yer ther 
are infinite numbers of Stars ( which alſo have cheirin- 
fluences ) that agree not with, and ſo may vary the et- 
fets of the ether, 2, When Events follow theſe Con- 
junRions, it cannot certainly be known that they'are the 
effe&ts of them, for that many rhings fall out rogerherac- 
cidentally, withour connexion or dependance on>upor 
another 3. We ſce experience is uncetrain , ' for-that 
Twins born under the ſame conſtellarion differ exrreamly- 
in diſpoſntion, and event, as we ſee, in Eſau and*Fatos. 
nd whereas they ſay, thar by reaſon of the ſwifrmor-- 
ons of the: Heavens, a little rime makes a great difference: 
ia their Poſition; Saint Auſtiz anſwers , that yer their: 
conceptions were- both in an inſtant, rhoughtheir birth 
. differed a little : and Ludevicus Vives adds, thax this 0- 
verthrowes all certainty of divining by the Stars, beeanſe 
by reaſon of the ſwifrneſle of their morion,they ſuddenly: 
alter their poſitions, ſo thara man can never give ates» 
at judgment of any birth, becauſe he cannor exaly 
know the minute of his nativity. 5, Identity of effe@ts 
doth nor only depend upon rhe efficient, bur rhe marrer” 
alſo: ſo thar if we could be ſure thar the Poſition of the: 
Heavens were the ſame as they were a hundred ycars ago, 

yer the ſame events will not follow, becauſe of the di | 
rence of men in diyers ages and climates, of divers rem- 
pers, educatjons, moral and intelleual principles, &c. 
and why may not the influence of the ſtars produce divers 
effects upon men of divers diſpoſitions,” as we ſcea hem 
loutimes hatches chickrns, other times ducks, —_ 


6) 
&c.” becauſc of different eggs ſer under her. 

5, Arg. That which nouriſheth vain, and forbidden 
hopes and fcars, is not to be praftiſed, countenanced, or 
tolerated ; but ſo do 4ſtrolo2ical pred: Rions; therefore, oc, 
Fear and hope by reaſon of the figns of heaven, is forbid. 
den, Jer.10.2. Learn not the way of the Heathen, neither 
be diſmayed at the ſigns of beaucn, for the Heathen are diſ- 
mayed & them, 

Objea. But Aſtrologers oft hit right in their predifiions, 
therefore it ſeems there us certainty in thiir Art, 

Anſw. Furſt, Do Aſtrologers tell right ſomrimes > lo | 
do Witches ; yet all confeſle that ic is by the help of the 
Devil, and therefore unlawful, 

S:condly, Aſtrologers do allo many times mille in their 
predictions. For Iſa.44.25. The :ogens of theſe liars are 
fruſtrated. Only this favour they ind amongſt the mul- 
ricude, that their miſtakes are nor regarded, though they 
be many 2 their predictions that fall our right, are ob- 
ſerved, and remembred, though they be few. Ph 

Thirdly, More is alcribed co Aſtrologers in point of 
ruth from ſome tricks they uſe, rhan indeed rhey deſerve: 
For as the Devil uſed of old in his Oracles, A they ule 
ambiguous expreſſions which admit of a double conſtru- 
Aion, . and mcn nrgrey them according to their events: 
they add alſo many its, and cautions to their. prediftions, 
whereby if the event anſwer nor their pred:Rion, they 
do with the vulgar avoid the ſhame of ir, bur if ir fall our 
right, they go abour with credit, : 

Fourrhly, Its the opinion of jadicious Divines, that. 
much of char truth that is in rheic prediitions, is from che 
alliſtance of the Devil, who cither by an opcn contract, 
orelic in a voluntary ſecret way infinuares himſelf to 
draw on a league, and aflitts them with his knowledge» 
and gucſizs, which exceed any mans. Hence Saint A#*: 
gſtiae, Mr. Perkins, and others tell us of conſcientious 
mcn, 


[73 
men , who have been glad io leave oft this ſtudy, becauſe 
of the uncertainty they have found if the Rules of it. 
And Saran may help curious heads in this way, (becauſe 
belides his own knowledge, which enables bim ofr-rimes 
rogueſle ſhrewdly, he may be permitted by God in a'Ju- 
diciary way to be a rruc Spirit m the mouth of liars, as he 
was a lying ſpirit in the mouth of Ahabs Prophers, Sce 
for it, Dent 13.1,2,3,4,5. 

Obj-&, But its ſaid, Moles was learned in all the wiſe 
dom of the Fgyprians, Acts 7.22. and Daniel of the Cal- 
deans, Dan, .17, 209. and 4ſtroloey was part of that 
Learning, and thiyrfore its lawful, er they learned an nn« 
lawful Art. F 

Anſw, Thexe be two things. in Aſtrology. 1, The 
Theory, 2. The Praftiſe. Now many have ſtudied the 
Theory, that have renounced the praftiſe, finding thar 
nothing could be done by it ina natural way, And its 
very probable thar all the Learning that rhele holy men 

, had inthis art { if they had any ) was but in a Theore- 
tical way; there is no tootſtep of their praQile of ir in all 
their ſtories, bur of the contrary. For, we readin the 
lecond, fourth, and fifth Chapters of Daniel, thathe 
wasnevercald in with the Magicians, bur after them ; 
which ſhews that he was not of their ſociety : alſo when 
he went abour ſearching our ſecrers, he went nor to his 
Books, but to his Prayers : ner to conſult with the Stars, 
but with God, «as Da#.2.1 7, &c. 

Obje&, But ave not the Stars very powerful, and cauſes 
of many ſtrange effetts ? and are not cffefts brown by thei? 
cauſts ? why then may we not divine by them ? 

Anſw. Though they have a great influence up9n infe-: 
rour bolies, yer we cannot d.vine by them rouching hu- 
main affairs: For | Hr 

: T1, They cannor at but within their own ſphear, which 

s 1N Corporeabthipgs s bur humane affairs, though aQted 


: by 


C08) 
by mens bodies, yer they. are guided by their ſpirits, 
which in narure arc our of the Sphere of the Heavens. 
' Perarion : and their ſucceiles and miſcarriages are from 
divine providence : therefore whatever may be prognofti 
- carcd by them concerning, elementary. bodies ; yet for 
men, their vertucis {o far ſhort,in working on them, that 
ir can givenolight ro judge of their furure affairs, 

2, Where the power of working is acknowledged, 
yet -our knowledge of their yertues and operations is (0 
dim, that we cannot divine byit: For the influences 
of all or moſt of the ſtars are unknown to us; and when 
all of them have their influences conjoyned, who can ſay, 
this effe& is from the yertue of this {tar, and not from 
another. 

A ſixth Argument to prove that Aſtrological predifi- 
ens ought neither to be pracilcd, countenancea, or tole- 
rared, is this ; 

That which moſt godly and learned men upon cxperi- 
ence have renounced, and rcpented of, that 1s neither to 
be ptactiſed, countenanced , nor tolerated : Bur godly 
men have renounced and repented of their ſtudy of Aſtro- 
logy ; therefore, ec. The Minor is thus proved; St. Augu- 
ſtine, the glory of his age for piety, learning, and ſolid 
judgment, cenfefſes that he had been adicted rotheſc 
vain ſtudics: But by the grace of God he afterward re- 
nounced them, as an art condemned by true piety, at- 
firming that it was a great errour, a great madneflc, and 
a {uſpition that might cafily be refelled ; He allo menti- 
ons another on Pſal.,63. that repented of, and renoun- 
ced this wicked Art, as being as bad as Pazaniſm and Tus 
 daiſm. Ang. ae Dock. Chriſt. l.2.c.21, So ſaith holy Mr. 
Perkins; I long ſtudicd thy art, and was never quict tilt 1 
bad ſcen all the [ccrers of it > But at length it pleaſed God 
to lay before me the prophaneneſſe of it, nay, 1 dare botdly ſa), 
Idolatry, although it be covered with fair and golden fhews : 
therefore 
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therefore that which I fpeak with graef,, 1 definetheetonete 
wtth ſome attention. Mr, Briggs alſo, fomtimes Goometry- 
Reader at Oxford : a man eminent for piety, and:hisskill 
in the Mathemetichs, upon a queftion moved ts him by 
my author, touching Fudicial Aſtrology, rold him , rhac 
when he went firſt ro Cambridge, he-rhoughr -ir'a-brave 
thing ro be of Goes counſel, ro foreſee, and feretelfecrers ; 
reſolving to attain ro thar skill, whatever labour ir coſt 
him ; ſo accordingly after a while he fell upon the ſtudy 
of the Mathematichs, laying good foundation by going 
through Ari hmetich, Grometry and A/trozomy, not reſting 
till he arrained exaGnefle therein : Then he fell upon Zu» 
dicial A firology : Bur there he found his expeQarion whol- 
ly fruſtrate, for there was no certainty. in the Rules of it 2 
Having therefore tired body and wits in vain, he at laſt 
repaired to a man in Cambridge, famous in that art, and 
a maker of Prognoſiications, ro whom he bemoancd him- 
ſelf, for that he had beltowed ſo much pains zo. be an ex- 
pert Aſtrologer, bur the uncertainty of its Rules did now 
deceive his hopes : wherero the Aſtrologer replicd, thar 
the Rales of that Mrt were uacertain indeed, netther was 
there any curefor it, Whereupon Mr. Briggs left that Rudy. 
Yea, he affirmed that he would undertake to the $kilful- 
leſt Aſtrologer in the world, that let him ſerdown any 
Foncluſion touching either man or Stare, yea, or weather, 
and he would prove that it would fall our ſo, and thar it 
would nor fall out ſo, from their own Rules and Princi- 
ples : Heſaid alſorhar his opinion was, thar they thas ad- 
ated themſelves to the practiſe of divining Aſtrology, the 
Devil did at firſt tend hs ſecret aſſiſtance, and at length by 
flegrees, if God prevented not, entice them into a comrate, 
Wet But who may be ſaid topratiiſe this unlawful 
2 


Anſw, Firſt, All ſuch as calculate mens nativinies, and - 


tiereby divine what their condition hall be , _ 
{| cr 
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C10} ©: at 
ther good or bad: luch allo as by the tars take i 
themto forerell rhe ſuccelle of particular enterpriſes ; ſuc 
alſoas cre& figures to find out things Joſt : and ſuch 
manack-makers as take upon them uo forerel] future cogs 
ringents, as what weather it will be every day, &xc, + 
u2ſt, who be the conntenancers of this unlawful art? 
—Anſw. Firſt, ſuch as go to them ro have their natiyi- 
ries calculared, ro know their Fortunes, as they callir; 
or that ſeek ro them for things loſt, ec. 
* "Secondly, Such as buy or read their Books, unleſle it 
be with a purpoſe ro confure them, This is to go a who- 
ring after them, forbidden, Lev,20.6, 

Thirdly. Such as believe their pcediftions, and areaf 
feted with joy or lorrow, as they prognoſticate good or 
bad, | 

Fourthly, Such as ralk of their prediRions as things 
thar have lomthing inthem, and that they are nor to be 
conremned, 

Fifthly, By applauding their predifions , applying 
them to other evcnts, | 

Quelt, How and when are 4ftolozers tolerated > 

Anſw, Firſl, When their Books are licenſed, or not 
prohibited : when they are ſuffered ro go abroad, and 
not {upprefled, 

Secondly, When rhe Afſtrologers themlelves are ſuf- 
fered ro gounpuniſhed, who. do ſo cheat and delude the 
people. When Miniſters hold their tongues, and preach 
nor againſt them; nor confute rheir lying vanities ; and 
when Maziftrarcs hold their hands , and puniſh them 
not. Or when there are no Laws made againſt them or: 
if made, yer not cxccuted. Geree?s Aſtrologomaſtix. | 

Queſt. "How many forts of f oretelling things are there ? 

Aafa.' Three, 1, Divine: ſuch as are by God hin 
Telt; or by the Prophers inſpired by him, .v" 

Secondly, Yumanc, and najural; which are from w 
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tural cauſes-ro their -naturaleft:&s. Thus the Aſtrono- 
mer may foretel the Eclipſes ; The Phyſician the efte&s 5f - . * 
ſome diſeaſes: Of which fſorr - are policick" predictions, YZ 
which, wiſe men can ſomtimes preſage aboux Com- 8 
mon: wealths, though indeed theſc arc. but conjures, 
Thirdly, Diabolical, which are by Gods juſt judgment 
ſuffered to be upon a people 2 and theſe are* either by the 
Devil, or by hus inſti uments,' as #wucbes, Sorcerers, As 
Frologirs, &c, | $178 3V 
TP Queſt, Are theſe Diabolical prediflions lawful > 
has Anſw. No For 1. It is only the property of God and 
| of the Scriptures to foretel things rocome 2/:and therefore of 


if, WI fuch. Aſtrologers as rake upon. them to forerel things 

or MW 29 earural, bur volugrary, -and: ſuck: as are-meerly ſab- - 
je& ro miens wills, do nor only undertake a'yain, raſh, 

15 and falſe thing, but that alſo: which isvery abominable 

| F 


be ana wicked. = ; ; 
Secondly, It hath been the Devils way alwaies to di-. © 
: tub the Church, and to endcavour ther (damnation of 
6 many mens ſ{ou's, by making them ccredulous..in theſe 
thiogs.; And as Chriſt hath ſcr:in'bis Church Paſtors and 
Teachers,ro inftru& them inthe way to Heaven ) ſozhe 
A Devil hath raiſcd his #i:ches, -Sorcerers; Soothſayers and +6 
Aftrologers., to ſeduce the world: /our'of; the'righr way, x 7 
ic. © *s Cardan, whoroſe to that height of riwpicty, as > 
w calculace Chriſts birth ; .and:made his power to work mi- 
racles, .to- How from the- influence ''of- the: ſtars. under 
ah which he-was- born Oth: rs have-beem bads (though nor 
in to bad 3-ay Petris-de 4liaco; who thoughritharthe time 
or 


of Chriſts birth might have: beep farctold/bby che Mars :. 
_ Cath contends: th carmen = wt 
Altrology.,might have preſaged « not; mn tyfoime dtrange > 
event, RTE birth of foo -orS. Monarch 7 as if Chriſt _ - 
__ reno. born- afrev; an excraordindry gn miraculous 
mer, | deny-nor. bur. cage. the-Hcavens Hae: ed 24 
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ences upon mens Bodies ; hence that man poſlefſed wii 
a Devil was ſaid to'be /unaiich, probably becauſe the De-W1 


vil rookrhe opportunity at that time of the Moon, where. 
in humours do moſt abound, then to diſturb and diſtrak 
him : burrhe Heavens were never made for Books to re- 
veal what ſhould corzc to paſle. | 

Thirdly, Witches,, Sercercys, and Aftrolozcrs are of 
condemned in Scripture, as Lev. 19.26. and 20.27 Dew, 
10.11, &c. Iſa, 45-12. oc. Beſides, all the Father 
ſpeak with much-vchemency againſt them : Many Coun- 
ccls have condemned them 3 yea, d:vers of the wilerlon 
of Heathens have cricd eur upon thera. Tully wore eve 
ral books de divinatione, condemning ſuch Diviners 1 
Ranc ng that beforc a great battel, the Mice had gnaw 
the Buckler of a-Souldicr , whcreupon the Soothfayer cod- 
cluded thar- that war ſhould be tatal and unlucky : as" 
( laith Tully ) becauſe mice did gnaw ſome books that 
hayc of Platv's, De Republica, therefore 1 (ſhould con- 
clude thar our Common: wealth ſhall be deſtroyed, An 
we.rcad, As 19. 19, of many who being conveited, 
brought theit books. abour ſuch curious arcs, and burn 
them, We may read more hereof in Perrcrins,' Span 
miys, Zanchy, and otbers. 

Fourthly, ! If the Heavens were true and proper cauſe; 
or ncceflary figns, :yer no man could certainly prognott 
cate any thing by: them; + becauſe no man knome! 
rhe number; nortbe vertue and efficacy of the ftars, TK 
Scripture makes it peculiar to God only to know the ſtars, 
and ro call-thery” dy their names; bur if any man coull 
ecitainly divine by the ſtars, he muſt know bei 
; number, aGtiviry and influence, yea, and' rhe” degre#'s 


their aRivity, without which they cannot bur; grofſey 
.E1ITre, - . IL 1405! hetd. 


(+: Fifthly, If th; Heavens be Caufes, yer they are only 
"univcrlal-cauſcs © now from an univerſal, ingerermindt 
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{ wih MWeauſe, there canor, be any ſpecial particular effe& fore- 

e De«Frold ; for befides univerſal couſes, all parricular inferiour 

78 which are many..and uncertain, muſt be known 
lo. 

Sixthly, 1f: Aſtrological Prediftions were allowed, it 
would bring in a conrempr of God, and flat Atheiſm in+ 
tothe word, The Scriprure carries us our ro God nn all 
things, to. his Wiſdom, Power, Juſtice; &c. Bur theſe 
wou'd bind us to the Planers : yea by this means alfo rhe 


-oun-& Scripture would be deſpiſed and laid afide, and all pro- 
r fot phanenefſe would be introduced thereby t' and every one. 
leve- # would excuſe his vices, with How coilld T help it, ſecing 1 
1B ambe n under ſuch a Star > As St. Aiiguſfine tels us of the 


10% ff ſervant of a certain Aſtrologer , who having robbed his 
con- F Maſter, his Maſtcr weir about ro 'corre& him for it; 
ail Y whercupsn he cried our,* thar be could hothelp ir, for he 
vatl B was born under Mercury, (and the Aſtrologers ſay that ſach - 
con-F a8 are born under thar Planer, are given re ſtealing) and 
= ron he filenced his Maſter by rhe Rules of his own 
ee, re. | | | | Fg 
ur Objca, But we fce that many timis they faretel the 
mY Trath, | 10; Eats 
Anſw. Firſt, And many more prove falle and untrue *: 
A if onc thing fall. out truc , its more obſerved than a 
undred things that prove falſe : Belides, when they 
torerel many things, i1s hard if ſome one at leaſt prove 
Not true, A blind man that ſhoots mafty arrows , .. may 
tance with one to hitthe Mark, _. 2/2) 
. Secondly, -If ſuch rhings' as they forctel' do, come to 
palle, irs either from their exprefſe, or. vertoal contraCt 
with the Devil. And if not ſo, yet as St. Auguſtine ob- 
ſeryes, its a juſt judgment of God upon chee, that thou 
ſhouldſt have wherewith to fumble and fall, and undo 
yiclf, as Drut, 13.1 &c. Thiis a wicked Prophet may, _ 
foretel that which comes to palle, And why ? God doth wt 
to prove and ity you, B z 5: | 
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Baptiſmal Vow, if thou renounc'ſt nor ſuch Diabolal 
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Sce Mr. 4. Buzzes on Zobn, p.396. .,... .t.. 1, 
7 Queſt. hat uſe may we make. of ths which bath. ben 
417 © | 
Anfw. Firſt, Ler all be perſwaded to flee the Puy 
and to abandanhe practiſe of this black arr.,, The Satp- 
ture condergns it ,as aboming:ion to rhe Loid, Reale 
witneflcs agaiuſt, ir, as being irrational and unceitan, WY ri; 
There is vaniry.in.ir, danger by it, Satan 1s a [ubul a t 
S:rpent, and, infinuates inte many this way before they 
be-aware, Find you pleaſure in; it 2 1s but a Tweet Po 
poyſon, Think you ro get honour by ir 2 you may, beap- 


plaudcd by vainynen, bur are -difallowed by God :. Pe- MI .. 
kins reckons it, up amongſt the kinds of witchcraft ; vaint Wl © 


Auſtia counts it ungodly dotage, and inconſiltcnt with WW x, 
Chriſtianity. Doh profit entice you ? Its bur Ba/gams il 14 
gain, the wages of in.quity, mc ney that will periſh wi 
Jous be 4 al 


Secondlys. If notwithſtanding all that can be ſaid, d: 
ſtrolopers will-verfiſt in their wicked praQ:ſc ; all ſhou 
rake heed of Countenancing them, WW. partaking of ther 
fias, they partake n thcir plagues $ Have. therefore, 
f.llowſhip with theſe WWIOEY works of datkneſſe ; ab» 
hor all eomme1ce with, and reſort to ſuch perſons « flee 
from them, as from the devil bimfe3 5 thou breakeft thy 


praQtiles. Shall we countenance whar God abominates} 
and ſtrengthen men in that which makes both them, and 
the Land Vabte*to wrath > Let'them nor have the coun: 
renance otthy colt to buy them, "nor, of thy time to read 
them, no- gf thyrongue to mention or appland them, 0A 


of thy affections ro fear, hope, or. rejoyce in any thing 


they lay. Foibidden, Fer, 0.2,3. It there were ho buy il | 
ers of, ſt;ch,; Almanacks , there would be no Sellers; and Wl 
if there were Fate) Sellers, there would be no Makers, at 
tcalt no PybVſhcys of ſuch lying yanities, andrruly 

. ? —_ | | [ y 
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the Aſtrologer be Guy, .the . Buyer, and Reader cannor 
be innocent, Godthath forbidden {ceking to ſuch, under 
a grievous penalty , L.ty.29,.6 —1 will. cuen [+8 my face 
againſt thas ſoul, and, will, cut him ;off {rom amons ſt-my pece 
ple... Indeed learned; men have obſerved: ,that {ecþ d-lu- 
fions have priyailed 3mongt Popiſh and anabapriſiical lpis, 
rits: But that England (hquld countenance fuel { andin 
a time of Reformation, On Ict us bluſh for. ſhame ! &+c; 


Jeluiry in his 
1i1t-he was ar 
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which are i authority are co be, cntreated; Firſt, That , 
their Bboks bd 


Thirdly, If 


bucat their awn books. of this kind hoy ſhould devour 
Governours ſec to the: burning of ſuch Books 2 lure it” 


Queſt, But m1y we not uſe Charms, whertin there ape 
none ut good words ? _ ES 
ail | B 3 | An: W.. 
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Anfw.No ; 1s the uſual craft of te! 0 oreſent chin x 
and waies in themſelves indifferent, to filly minds, Whic 
conſider not rhat the harm dorh not conf in ufing fuch 
words and ations, but io — ro'them an unnatural 
vertue, wichoar'the 'watranc 'gf' God, 'Who' is che Maſter 
hs i ou rele DAE art S999 

Queſt. 1s 3t wor lawful ty exquire of aftrologe's after 
things to come 2? © og OE OBE Cras = 

Anſw. Certainly fince God hath hidden rhe furgre ume 
from us, rogo abvgc to Jay it opegi, is a, work properts 
the profeſt Undoer 'of Gods wards. © x 

' Queſt. Why way we not enquire after future times? © * 

Anſw, Curigftty to know the future, carrieth many'ſa 
far'as ro make” a Covenant with the Devil ,\ who Ft 
ftands not ſo much upon, his points, as to refule ts be, 
confulred with* by thoſe that have ,thade no Covenant 
with him : No doubt bue his pride is tickled with 2 mi 
chicyous delight, when he fa tnen ovary Fre 
thar wh'ch is proper to God ; and thereby yiclding' Wm 
Pivine ſervice.” | Goin." 

Which ſervice that he may receive in a hidden way 
from the finer ſort of wits, he m deviſed fome ecney 
ſublime Divinations, perfwading them that the decte® 
God abour humane, evenrs is written! in the motions, "and 
ſeveral aſpc&s of the ſtars, and that cherefore this kind 
of Divination is lawful, yea; Divine, © Bs 

Queſt. What are the cuils that proceed from henge ? 

Anſ--1, Firſt ,. They are..inniimerable ; For 1. That 
ſilly reverence! which vulgar pciſons give £0 chefe Pre* 
ditions, makes them wild,” and ſers them upon the fulhl- 
ling of then,” becaufc they cſteem,them unavoidable. | 

Secondly, The worſt evil is, that thereby mans M06 
which ought rodwe'] arhome, is tranſported our of bum 
ſelt ; and in ftead nf repofing upon the wi'dom an G 
ot God, is ſuſpended upon the Dragons Tail, and the af- 
Cendeurnt Ox, Bavnſcops. Thirdly, 


[17] 

Thirdly, Ir curs in ſunder the very figews of induſtry, 
andmakes men idle, greedy , and ihconhiderate. 
Hiſtories of the Greek Emperors, Alexins and Manxtl, | 
are lamentable cxamples how credulous perſons are un- 
done by the umpoſtures of Aſtcologers, when they expect 
from the ſtars thoſe  ſuccefles which ſhould have been 
wrought out by Piety, Prudence, and Valoar;” 

veſt, hat further reaſon is there againſs theſe Afirole- 
gical Predictions ? SS: 

Anſw, Conſider, thar all affirmation is groundedeeither 
vpon Reaſon, or Authoriry, The aflertions of Zudiciary 
Aſtrology are of the laſt kind : For no reaſon can be given 
of their Maximes, Now the authority upon which cheſc 
Maximes are grounded, muſt cither be Divine, or Hu- 
mane, 'or Deviliſh, They are ner grounded upon D& 
vine authoriry, bur ate expreſly forbidden by ir, ra 44 
Iſa. 47:x3.' * And humane aurbority in this cafe 0 
weight ; for who hath given” power to'men to diſpoſe cf 
the ſeveral Offices, and Pre-cminencies of Celeſtial bo- 


dies + It remains then that cheſe Maximes arc py 
upon Diabolical authoriry. In brief, fince they are not 
ounded npon reaſon, cirher they are forged by men, or 
elivered by rcyelarion ; and if that revelation comes not 
from God , ir muſt needs come from rhe Devil. 
Dr, ds Moultn,of Moulin,of Contentment. 
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HE firſt general maxime whereby Aſtrole.. 

3J gers endeavour to gain credit and reputati-: 

2 en'to their - documents, is what. all mien 
50 readily confelle; viz, that the Stars.arc not 


58-5, mcer figns, bur alſo natural cauſes. of ycry 
many eff: &s; 2s It men were bound ro admir the lame 
Pofirion for Tfoth concerning other effects which; they, . 
bvaſt the divination of alorchand, It is. welW., know : 
( lay they) that” inferiour natures are nor ſub jetedB® 
Iupcriour in vain, fince they are To manifeſily cheriſhedy 
moved, arid governed by them, Tharthe Sun is the caule 
of fight and*hear , and *that by its accefſe and 
reccli- 2nnually, it doth introduce the Series and Viciſh- 
tugc of lcalpns, tt.at ir doth-procreate Plants, and Ani- 
mals, and in particular men , according to that common 

* laying, Sol &> bome gencrant bominem : that .it doth £x- 
tiact Vapours from the carth, which become rhe marter 
ot rain, of winds, and the like, That the Moon doth 
ll and empty all ſhcLfiſh, the bones of animals,” the 
brains of Conics, and harh, great -power over all moilt 
bodics ; and elpecially the Sea, whole Tides are oy 

me 
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wed ro her-Motion, Laſtly, That there areccrrain.ine .- 
Auenceby which nor only thele twoprincipal-Luminan, © 7 
tics, bur alſo the, other lcfſer,, ones. exercile their rertues bo 
upon ſublunary bodies: For boce the ſtars Dat to 
be-conccived idle and incficQual » And: that, ghere/ are; 
ſome certain effeRs which cannor be rcferred Mo jw 
cauſes but thera, as the critical mutations of ikea $,'and 
the incquality of ſeaſons, &c,, And this, is the ſpa of 
what our Aſtcologers alledge for ſuppart of chear pretence, 
and whereby they ſtudy ro endear racir arty 2nd \PIFPare 
the minds of men for the more ſmooth and take admiſſion 
of what they afterward impoſc with , predigijqus. conk+ 
dence: and indeed what they urge concerning the Sun, 
andMoon,ſcems fo plauſible, that judicious mea at fiſt are, 
erawn diligently ro liſten unto. what chey lay concerning, 
that,thinkingchey would proceed to prove the reſt of their, - 
po OD the like cyidence,not ſulpeRing that up», ' 
on ſuch ſpecious foundations they ſhould ſo ſoop cre@ nos, 
thing bur ridiculous Fables and wild abſurdities,. But alas 
how far afe they from making the members of their aru- 
ficial body ref] pondent tothe head of it ; but they have no 
lo ner laid "down this ground, bur with admiration We 
mayTee' they inſtantly run our to ſuch. ſuper-ſrudtures 
which have ta f61lidiry nor ſtrength, cicher from expert 
 Wence or reaſon, Indeed I cannar but wonder and-blujh. | 
| of hen I obfetverhe filt writers of this art, Prolomy, Fer+ 
mcys and Manitius, after they have begun their, diſcourſes 

ſeriouſly and. with gravity beſceming, Philoſophers ,.and 

men profcffinng *rhe ſeverity of ih; » IN Amament ta, » 

fall upon rticer chjldiſh tayes, and old wives dreams... [11s 

very Eilhonourable for karned men, by the prexextion {u 

Poſitions asare gencrally confeſſcd, ſoto impgie upon the 

eredulicy of their Readers, and would make them. belicve 

that theſe fopperics which they intend to foiſt in aftcr- 

Wards, were of the ſainc cyidence and certainty with, the 

- WL Fig premhiles, 
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. ptemiſes, Yea ir is not only diſhonourablc, bur odiou 
Ed defeſtable to delude men, by drawing Tuch s conſe. 
quenee as really is no conſequence, thar the'Sun doth ar 
rhe ſexſons'bf the year, ant the Moon Farten ſhell-fithn 
Het Full; and make them lean in her Wane, rhis comin 
experience” will aver for a truth ; bur doth expericni: 
arreſt the like of rhe rwelve Sjgnes in the Zodiack, and & 
their ſcyeral degrees, and the Planets polirions in the 
ewelve Heuſts with their aſpc&s one towards the orhet, 
adding the inflyence of the fixed Srars ro rhem 2 Cettain BY : 
ly no, nor can any of our Aſtrologers by obſeryarion, ſhe WY is 1 
any one of the leaſt cftes thar oughe to be referred tl 1s} 
rhis or that particular Conſtellation or Star rather than I far 
ro any other | cauſe thar is ſubJunary, What then, have Wh £n 
they any reaſon to flee unto's No, doubtleſie none at ll; Vs 
ſince all reaſon reftely on experience, and'ot. thar here th 
can benene; and all char can be inſcried is this, ſhalt 0 
each Lum nary being a Lucid Body, doth in-proporum Wy ©* 
ro his Orbe enlighten, warn and work ſuch effects as 1 BL 
from ſuch light and hcat, 1 add, that foraſmuch az the WY te 
| Stars are general Cauſes only in reſpe& ' of, fublunar) f 
hings : 1 may well demand a treaſon why any fingularet MF * 
fe may not be aſcribed to ſome ſingular caulc here 
low, where are ſuch mukicudes of narural and conv 
ent Aﬀives and Paflives, rather than to thoſe rem 
ones, the Planers and fixt Stars. Inſtance, When ** 
give an accotint of the caulcs of odours in com 
Oinrmenrs, we rcfer ene kind of ſmell to the Roſes, * 
nother to Jaſmine, a third toche Orange flowers, 
no particular ſmell rg the Oyl which is the common mil» 
ter of the" compoſition, and the cauſe of the fragrant 
neither to'ohe nor ro the other of the 1 ng redicncs { asf 
exaryple, ina Gaiden, this Plant groweth here and £06 
there, and this there and not here, we refer ir tot86# 
feeds, which were fown in thoſe places whereeach ® 


gronctdy 
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oreweth, nct ro the warer where withthey-arearrigated, 
which is only a geners! cauſe of the growth of the 5, 
and indiff-rent- nouriſhment to each fort + $0 are we te 
Philoſophiſe concerning thoſe cffeds rhar are alcribedror 
Heavenly Bodies : - For fincco the /heat of the Sun ( for) uw 
lance ) is genetal, "why « ſhould harden- clay andfofrer 
wax, isto be tefertedto the-different xd pofirions of thoſe 
bodies, not to any varioas efficacy in the Suns heat pand 
why the Sun produceth a Plancin this place «and 'notan 
animal, an animal in another place'andnor a Plane 3, this 
is to be referred likewiſe to the verrue of the ſeed which 
isplantary in! one place, and. animal in another, + The: 
ſame may be ſaid of other things thar ariſe from the influ« 


Vapours from this part of theEanh and not froms dno- 
ther, becauſe in one part is moiſture, 'in another: rrone 3 
Wy Onc year it raiferh more vapours than in another; be» 
I cauſe one year yields: more moiſture than anorher 31 one 
© year che exhalarions are heakhy: 4nd} good, another mn» 
WY f<ftions and Peſtilentia}, becauſe of the different marcer 
trom which they are drawn: Hence-we learn, that ſince: 

It 1s beſides all reaſan,when there may be many caules of 

any particular effe&, / withour the concurrence of all, 
which that <ffe& will nor follow,for'us to think ic Tuffici- 

ent to our- Prognoſticarion 'of 'thar effe&t- ablohnely and 
poſitively thatwe lnow any one of alt theſe various caules 
that muſt concur 'ro the produQiot thereof ; ir maſt be 
likewiſc beſides all reaſon, whenbefides the ſtars there 

{ arc other the Inferior cauſes, that muſt conſpire ro .the 
produftien' of particalar Effe +, for any man ro foretcll 
the contingency of thoſe effe&s only, becauſe he knows: 
due generally the influx of the ſtars, bur nor 'agy: of 
the other inferiour parricular -cauſes ther are required); 
thereunro ! again, whens there are ſome: eftects which 


have no dependance at | all ( or what is excecdi ww 
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ence of rhe Suns hear ( as for ex 1s hs ) che Sim railceh/ 
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ſcure) upon the | ſtars, bur a manifeſt! and neceflaryde; 
pendance upon ſublunary/cauſes. 1 would: willingly knoy 
whar:rcaſon there is why we ſhould) not xathcr have ſes 
courſe. to thoſe ſublunary; and partigular-caules, thany 
thoſe {uperlunary and general ones, the ſtars 3 thus whey: 
grounds-manuredand tatiched by compuſt,, do yield mary! 
pleniriful crops» of 'core-than before. ©. Ir is plain that we 
aret9 aſcribe this ferwility,not to the influence of the Suns 
and ftars,”burhe fatning-af the ground..by -the dung a 
ſoile, ſextonably iaitl-upon. irby the careful Farmer. 
-Iſhall-nor need to/add any thing more þy way of ary 
guinental conturation-:of; Aﬀrology, a5 +19, ſhew you the, 
vain'Ficions concemning;the;fix-d ſtars,: the! 12: Celeſtial 
Houſes, :ahe 7 Planets;:pobrions/in them,.,and theirſc: 
veral alpetts one towards another,: wah thefeveral 1g4 
ginary efic&s- they amribute to; thems,.) L think, for ay 
owh partenovgh bath been ſaid inthe; general diſcourle 
forthe confuracion/af-35,g) and Lhope every judicious. mn; 
thatredds it, will bciſazis6ied! - wich :j5. 1h 5a lloncly.add: 
ſomemcmorable cxamplcs!of rhe frufkrarion of rhe tokens 
of theſe Liars, and cad this work,, {++ +547 nl 
One-emincnt Example; All Hiſtories aflure ts that Hem) 
the 3% of France dice inth2 Fourtierh year of his age cos: 
pleatzof a'wound received in his eys,iu thoexercile of Tis; 
ing; 4nd yer (ce the} Propheſic of! Garrizuts, concerning: 
hin in-his- Prognofticgtion -of che -YEeAr 1556; becaule,in/ 
the Scheatn of -his Nativity, he had cbe-Sun almoſt patr 
ritely conjoyned ro: Haq whder: the, degrees;of bisalth. 
tude, cand-allo tbe Moon: (nd. Hens: advancing through, 
kis Horolcope, under he Conſtellation: of. Arzcs, thetts; 
forehs (hdll live moſt..nappy” and glorious-till.chc level! 
rietly year of his age, dedutting only, two moneths 4 and; 
itbyichefayour of God he cicape the dangerous years %; 
ſinty:three and-fixry.four,. it will be very long before there © 
bean cad-of hisrenowngd life, You have alſo.the pred 
| . ' 
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ion of Carden; when ſpeakirig, of che ſame King Hixy,1 
e ſhall be { ſaid he ). in. his. old , age, ſo much the. mor 
appy, by how many the more difhculies he hath oalled 
woveh before. And how. acutcly 1hele two. famous Pro- 
hetydid foreſee th things, - let, the Eyent be Judge, 
" A ſecond Example. is- that of Cardans predifting the 

xcatable mig-fortuncs of men thas were His, dear, 
icuds, Check, of | England, and: Raconct. of France ,, and 
vers others, all whoſe Nativities he.erecd,, with all 
ofible exaCtneſle, and afrerward printed them. 

| cannor hold from noting that Fobn Rndo!phus Came- 
aries. when writing againſt - Sextus ab. Heminga, to.de- 
lare the certainty of ud icial Aſtrology, colle&ed an bun- 
Ired ſeveral Genirures, and amongſt them pur the Nati- 
1Ites of the Late Kings of France,Heary.the 3d,and Henry 
e 4th joyning alſo = judgmens of F;edericus Rutelltias, 
0 Henry the 3d, the bulincile ſacceeded accordingly, he 
old his diſaſter; afrer ir bad befaln hm. Bur asfor 
deny the 4th, who was then living when his Century 
% publiſhed, in the year 1607, nothing was leſle fore- 
old by him than the. time of his deatb-4,4 for chough char 
elt of Kings was murdered by a facrilegious hand, in the 
year 1610, and that. in the Moneth ot May, our famous 
Vrophct never ſaſpeed the leaſt danger. ro him in that - 
year or moneth, | but. caſt his death upon rhe year 1613, 
and the, moncth of Otoher, as threatning ſome cminene 
anger to his life, inthe 59 year,,of his age, nine mo- 
hs and one and twcnty dayes, he being Þorn on the 24, 
{ December, at two a Clock after Midnight, in the, year 
1553, and thart becauſe the Sun would w— come to rhe 
ody of Saturn by direion, the Horoſcope to a Quariile 
f the ſame, and the middle Heaven, to,a,Quartile of the 
Sun + bur truly as the dearth of. char Pcince was deplo; a- 
le, ſo was the hat iolation ridiculous, _ mm 

A Thi:4 Exawple is that which Saff reds | Judge hon, 


[44] 
1924 ſhewed Toine friends of his++his' Fathers 'Nui- 
vity, with the judgments thereupon given, under Voſhs 
 dampyi his own'hand-writing ; they were pleaſed rore 
quire of hirri concerning his Faiher, whom he knew well 
a*not dying rill his Son was almoſt rived art tans effate; 
The Father according to that ſehcam was born in the 
year 1544, vn the 13 of Fenwary, 22 thinutes after hiph 
Noon, the alritade of the Pole being ſappoſed tobe 44 
. deorees, which is more by the third part of-a deprec thag 
oughr. The Soni Foh# Srffredus not being able ro gire 
any account of thoſe accidents which Noſtradamus had 
foretold ſhould befal the Father in his yourh + as rhat in 
rhe 16th, year of his age he ſhould fall ihro a dangerou 
Dyſenrety, or bloody Flux : that he ſhould fall intos 
violent Feaver inrhe 17th. year ofhis life ; and in the10 
fall inito/love, and relinquith his ſtudies , &c. There wert 
ſome accidents which he did cerrainly inform his Friend 
of, viz. thar the Propher told him that the Father ſhould 
wear his Beard lorig,8& criſped (bur he alwaies Ghavedhs 
thin bare) rharin the middl- of his ape his Tech ſhotl 
beraten ) bur he had very white and firm Teech ro ha 
dying day ) that in his ol age he ſhould go almoſt cov! 
ked and double ( brit he 'wenc to the Jaft upright and 
ſtraight as any your man whoſgever ) that in the 19 
car of his life he i ould become excreding, rich by inhe 


© CF q ..Y>2< 4 53>» » = 


tiring a ſtrangers effate ( bur beſides whar his Farker left 
kim, henever had any wealrh or eftare ) that he ſhould 
fuffer by the treathery of his Brethren ; artd in the 37 
yur be wounded by his ounn Mathers Son ( bur he neve! 

ad any Brother, nor had his Farther more than one wi 
thar be fhould marry a Forteigner ( bur he marriedsYN 


Frere” woman of $1918 ) that inthe 25 year he 


lH Cc 
beſo addifcd ro Natura! Philoſophy, and the ſecrers «8 


Magic #5 No man more 3 as alſo ro Geometry ,' 
Kin an exraord.fiary manner ; bur he net ipt 


Ut 
he 
ba 
ell, 
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ad any panticulat Þ or care of any ofthoſe'' + 
Jie 7 bur cutirely devored himſclf co we knowledge, 
x the Lawes 3, that in his old age he ſhould apply him- 
clfto Navigation and Muſick ( bir he ncvcr delighred 
much in Muſick, nor was ever at Sca inhis whole life ) 
that he ſhould nor paſſe the 95h year ( bur he patled 
or the 54th. year of which Noſtradamus laid got a word } 
And theſc things arc the more particularly handled, to the 
end thar men way judge what credit is to be given ro ſuch 
rain predictions, 1 may ſay,old women,children and tools 
ſomtimes do tell truth, and why may nor Aſtrologers > 
Its more by hap than $kill if they do. Cardan himlclt 
gives this advice to his Aſtrological Friends, if you have 
( ſaith he } an itch to be divining, be ſure you forcteIthe: 
quite comrary ro what Altralogery promile or theeaten; 
Fourthly , Hiſtorians .refgo:ir of a pregnant exam- 
ple of an Aſtrologer, that predifted that Henry the 
7. of -Eazland, a wiſe, valiant and proſperous King, 
thould dic in ſuch a year ; the King ſcnc-for him, and 
asked him, it he could tell in what place bimſelf thould be 
nche gexec Chrcittmas ( then near at hand ) the Pra-, 


pact being ſurprized with this - uncxpeRed queſtion, food: 


| Waure a good while, and at lat confellcd he could noc 
mel! ( thereupon the King ſmiling, ſaid (then my friendy 


lam more skilful in Divingtjon' shary yourare, for I can” 


|Fforerel, that you (balk, kcop your Chriſtmas in the: - 


general Deluge, and ſo great calamiricy to-men.andbe. 


Tower of Laugon, 2nd accordingly cammanded; him to, 
be ſenc. Priſoner thicher,as a Juſt reward of his impudeace;. 
and behdes,, the King did not dic in the yea; PrediRad,, 
A Fifch Example : It is memorable whatwe readin, 
Miltory, that 'when ſome Aſtrelogers had { by ſome 3%; 
junctions of the, Planers in watcry bigns ), predicted a, 


that ;by;che waters, thax never the like wayſcena- | | 


Protime ;' and rþis deluge te bappen in Ferbrwp 35 3h. Ce 
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ghee people Spain; France,” Italy and Germany, bei 


cerrified 'with ' this Prognoſtication, provided” rhetnſely 
of ShipSng,” Bis, Viftuals, and orhet neceffariesfy 
a long voyape ;"ir ſo fell ourthar all that moneth of fy 
bruary was fair and Elear, and more tefhperare thah ord 
nary * (ani we may takeinotice of a. ſpecial Proyidencet 
Godin ir, in regard of the great ſereniry chart was ar thi 
time 2 2nd we may juſtly deride the vain prediRions of 
our {tar-Prophers; for it is not uſual to ſee February paſſe 
away without Rains :) That Card&n and 0/iganus thei 
ſelves could nor difizmble theirſorrew, for being ſo muth 
difappoinred in their expectations, | 
- Exatnple 6. There is another Remarkable Example 
recorded by Scaliger, out of Rigordus, who wrote thatthe 
Aſtrologers' had foretold ſp general a dcftru&ion by the 
violence of winds and tempeſts, becaule of a Conjunttion 
of as well the Infcriour as Superiour Planets, in Septems, 
x186, there being an Ecliple of the San on the 11th. 
May, iramediatly ſo:egoing , that many did expect the 
univcrſal diflolurion of nature then to come ; and tt 
when the rime came, there was not ſo much as a ſtor 
cnſacd :''So- thar the contrary event derided the kill 
the Aſtrologers, and fooliſh eredulity of thofe that be- 
lieved them, © ' 7 | 
Beſides,: theſe Examples, the commonneſle of every 
daics experience (ifdiligently confidercd } will produce 
the like Fallacics. Do bur read over the monethly Obſer- 
vations of Tcveral Aftrologers in rheir Alniafiacks for this 
preſent year, 1659, and you will find how grollely they #* 
miſtaken *7"lts worthy'of your noting, 071 
* "Thiere Are many! more examples recorded, which! di 
ry phtWaveadded, bar then tny Book wonld hive cxcedds 
ed rhe Bolihds Tinterded,”'s © 1 092 
1 ſhall only add the ſayings of a worrhy nijin (#006 b 
mincnt Mathematician ) concerning Judicial 'AftfoloffuYl & 
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jd alſo add ſomthing by way 'of conſideration and pet-" © 3 


waſion, and finiſh this Treatiſe. ; W 
'Lam very credibly informed, thar Mr. Norwood a very”. 
prthy man, and well known amongſt the Merchanrs of 
Barmoodas, ſhould ſay ( ſpeaking of Aſtrology) to an” 
nihent Friend of his, that ke thouehtthar ic was a very 
lard matter ( ifnor a thing--itnpoffible) to be a noted. 
nan in Jugicial Aſtrology, and yet a good Chriſtian 
is will be teſtified by two known witneſles, Bur thus 
vch Ican ſay concerning ir, that the very Principles of 
Judicial Aſtrology are inconſiſten» with the lively and vigo- 
ous aftings of the Grace of God; and there can be no 
ther agreement between them, than between light and 
larkneile, 

The confiderations. and perſwafions againſt the ſtudy 
and practiſe of ir, are briefly theſe, 

I, Its a praiſe that the Word of God condemns. Do 
not ſtudy it leſt ye be found fighters againſt God z For who 
Is able ro contend with the Almighty, who is wendertu! 
n knowledge and wiſe in Counſel 7 | 

2. Irsa practiſe that cuts in ſunder the very Sinews of 
common Induſtry,and makes a man carclefle and flothful 
in buſineſſe ; for diligence is the life of buſineſlc : Solomoz 
laith,that irs the diligent hand maketh vich. 

3. Conſider hew miſerable the lives and terrible the 
deaths of thoſe Kings and Princes have been that haye 


confided in their prediQtions ; Hiſtories 'ate full of ſuch 


Examples, 
4. Conſider another exampic as notable as the former, 


© of foe perſons being cold by Aſtrologers, that they ould 


dic by a Rope, to prevent the ſhame of a common Gal- 


Ylows, were the horrible Executioners of theniſclyes. Then 
be adviſed ( in the fear of God ) ro flee from all ſuch a= | 


bominable praftiſes, and have nothing to do with the 
| hcr by 


A or Artiſt in any thing, you may be caſnared et 
> ah; # it 
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iror them (1 ſay) fleefrom it, as you would flee row 
the Plague or any other Infe&ious. diſeaſe : and in all 
your neceſlities make your addrciices unto God throughJe 
fus Chriſt, and then whatcyer you want, 2sking of itig 
Chriſts Name, and according to his Will, he will. grant 
you your defire in jt , or ſome other thing thar is bei 
for you, To his Care I commit you, ah 
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>oox 5 fold by Wehs 4 AMltew at the Rift 
in St, Pauls Church-yard:. "8 %ag 
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